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It might be easy to know when someone is physically trying to gain access to your 
computer. It is still important to lock your computer even when you will only be away 
for a second or two. By locking your computer, you are preventing anyone from sitting 
down at your computer and having access to your information.

Another thing to keep in mind is that you might not always physically see the person that 
is trying to gain access to your computer. This is why it is important to disconnect your 
computer from the internet when it is not in use. When your computer is always 
connected to the internet, the risk of your computer becoming a target is much higher.

Astronomy and Technology
Hoyleton Public School has had an Astronomy Club for several years.  Technology is a very   important part of that program.  Since QNS 
has been working with our school taking care of our technology needs, we have been able to do projects that we could not do before.  John 
has been instrumental in helping install software and making sure it is working properly so that we could participate in an Asteroid Hunt.  
This involves downloading images taken from telescopes in other parts of the world, and one telescope in central Illinois.  We analyze the 
images for any moving objects and send in electronically the results of our study.  During the last six week asteroid hunt we did not make 
the original discovery of an asteroid, but we did make the confirmation of someone else’s discovery.  It takes both a discovery and a 
separate confirmation for it to be declared a discovery of a new asteroid. This asteroid ‘hunt’ involved our students in an exercise with 
other schools across the world including China, Japan, Chile, and Australia.  Our school was the only one that was an elementary level 
school.  Without the technology assistance of clearing sites and sources of information through the firewall and the help installing 
programming, we would not have been able to participate.  We plan to join in the next six week program that starts April 1st. Technology is 
also an integral part of the overall program for Astronomy.  Our lab has been put online wirelessly.  This is allowing for us to download the 
images from other places and upload those we take to share with other schools.  We can also request telescopes in other parts of the world 
to take an image for us.  Telescopes in Chile have been dedicated to school use through our association with Yerkes Observatory.  We can 
have students, during astronomy meetings, use our computers and requests pictures to be taken of any object in the sky.  We can also ‘talk’ 
live with astronomers in other places, especially Yerkes Observatory in Wisconsin and in Tokyo, Japan. Without the help of John and QNS 
making our computers available and reliable, with full access to needed sites, I would not have even entered our school into the Asteroid 
Location Program.  With his help, we have had success locating asteroids, learning new science study methods, and had a lot of fun in the 
process.  His help is greatly appreciated.  In the regular classroom, it has been great to be able to depend on a functional computer that is 
always online, thanks to your care.  I have integrated use of computers into my daily teaching of English, History, Math, and especially 
Science and do not worry about problems because you are very quick to fix any that come up.  You have no idea how much that means to 
me after several previous years of trying to do projects only to be defeated by non working technology that no one took care of. 
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News from QNS 
One of our goals at QNS is to increase communications with our  administrators.  We are doing this in part to ensure that we are providing 
you with the superior quality service that you deserve.  We will start touching base with you on a  regular basis but if you have any 
questions or concerns, please let us know at anytime. 

QNS has been working on a new website. Many of you have provided us with  testimonials and photos for the website and we really 
appreciate that! Our new website is ready to view at www.qnsk12.com. 

QNS will be publishing a newsletter on a quarterly basis.  If you are interested in submitting an article to share with other teachers and 
administrators, please email Andrea Branson at abranson@qnsk12.com. We also welcome any other questions or concerns.


